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Editorial... 


Recently there have been indications 
that the United States is willingto pay 
half the $160, 000, 000 cost of paving 
the Alaska Highway. However Ottawa 
has been cool to the suggestion so it 
can be assumed that the plan will be 
dropped. This is strange, especially 
in view of the Governments announced 
intention of promoting and encourag- 
ing northern development. 

At first thought this reluctance on 
the Government to accept United 
States aid is noble. By going it alone 
we maintain our reputation of being 
under obligation to no country. But 
isthis always awise policy? Broadly 
speaking itis the old story of what is 
best, buying on the installment plan 
or doing without until you can pay 
cash? While there will always be 
arguments about the merits of each 
plan, there is no doubt about which is 
the most popular. 

And of course the fact remains that 
we are working with the United States 
in other fields. There is, for instance , 
the International Salmon Fisheries 
Commission, the St. Lawrence Sea- 
way, and the radar lines in the north. 
We have been able to maintain our 
independence in the face of these de- 
velopments, so certainly co-operative 
paving of the Alaska Highway won’t 
make us a slave state. 

Besides being a tremendous boost 
for northern development, the paving 
would save us money in the long run. 
Currently maintenance of the Cana- 
Gian section is costing us about $17, - 
000,000 a year, in fact since the war 
we have spent more on maintenance 
alone than the Americans did to build 
the route. Ifthe Americans are willing 
to pay half the cost of paving, it would 
follow that they would also be willing 
to contribute to maintenance. It is 
quite possible that paving the road 
together with co-operative mainten- 
ance would save Canadian taxpayers 
at least $7,000,000 a year. In other 
words injust over ten years our share 
of the paving costs will be repaid. Is 
there any better investment than this ? 

On the other hand if Ottawa wants 
to pave the road without U.S. help, 
then it can do so without any cost to 
the taxpayer. Every year we spend 
the staggering sum of over a billion 
and a half.dollars on defense. This 
figure represents almost one half of 
the total Government budget, and what 
do we have to show for it? Nothing-- 
nothing at all in the opinion of most 
experts. Take the ill-fated Avro jet 
program. Over $400,000,000 was 
simply wasted, enough money to pave 
not one but three Alaska Highways. 
And this money is gone forever, 
whereas money spent on the Alaska 
Highway would repay itself many 
times over. 

The Conservative Government 
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caught the public imagination with its 
promise of a $100, 000, 000 northern 
development fund. This is a noble 
program and one which will benefit 
us all, but the amount is insignificant 
in comparison with the vastness of 
Canada’s north. Spread over a five 
year period it amounts to only $20, - 
000,000 a year--by contrast the Gov- 
ernment spends this much every four 
days of the entire year on national 
defence, and we are receiving virtu- 
ally nothing for it. 

Canada is too small a country to 
compete with Russia, United States, 
and England on rockets, aircraft, and 
similar tools of modern warfare. If 
we must spend almost one half of our 
budget on defense, then let us invest 
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it in the nation. Open up the north, 
build roads and railroads through the 


area, construct landing fields, air- 
ports, and seaports. 
Since an attack will come via the 


north, our greatest contribution to 
continental defense is to make the 
north accessible. Such a program 
would have the complete blessing of 
the United States because it is as 
much in their interest as ours. And 
by spending our defense dollars in the 
north they are not wasted as the case 
is now. They are invested in the 
nation and besides this, they would 
consolidate ourclaim to an area that 
could slip from us. A start on this 
program would be the all-Canadian 
paving of the Alaska Highway. 
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Editor: 

Have just finished reading your 
July-August publication given to me 
by another interested reader who 
received the copy from Gin Saul, 
Burns Lake, B.C. It just shows you 
what a high pass-on readership you 
have 


A.W Crouch, 


Campbell River, B.C. 


## Yes, we do have a very high 
pass-onreadership. In fact even yet 
we receive the occasional subscript- 
ion written on an order blank con- 
tained in a Digest that was published 
ten years ago. Although we don’t 
know our total number of readers per 
issue, it must be somewhere near 
40, 000. 


Editor: 

We just received your July-August 
issue and in my estimation it is one 
of the best yet. Enjoyed your fishing 
edition also. 

We plan on becoming residents of 
your Province before long so all of 
your articles, especially those to do 
with present day conditions are of 
extreme interest to us. We read the 
magazine from cover to cover - even 
the advertisements. We have saved 
every issue so you can see how much 
we treasure them. Thanks fora won- 
derful magazine. 


Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Thompson, 
Payson, Arizona, U.S.A. 


Editor: 

Would you please send us a copy of 
the 1959 issue of your Northwest 
Travelguide. 

We had the 1957 issue given to us 
and have spent many hours reading 
it. Some of the routes we have been 
over and had hoped to make the Cari- 
boo this year but won’t be able to. We 
camp out most of the time and eat our 
own food cooked over the campfire or 
gas stove and enjoy every minute of it. 

The Travelguide tells conditions as 
they are which makes it easier for 
the traveller. Tried to get a copy 
here but no one had any. 


Thanking you in advance we hope 
you have continued success with your 
magazine. 


Mr. andMrs. G. Parkinson, 
Marysville, B.C. 


Please turn to Page 27 
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@ The range of some of the major game animals in British Columbia. Their representative symbols keyed on are the comprehensive map. 


BIG GAME IN BIG SUPPLY 


British Columbia’s variety is unexcelled on this continent. 


And as for quantity—with some species, overpopulation has been a problem! 


by Dr. James Hatter, Chief Game Biologist, B.C. Government 


™ BRITISH COLUMBIA is a province of great physical 
and climatic diversity. With the Rockies on the east, 
sagebrush desert to the south, and rain forest on the 
coast, you can imagine just some of the variations. 

But this is not all. Narrow fingers of grassland pene- 
trate heavy forests in ihe central interior; this gives 
way in the north to typical Canadian spruce forest 
and muskeg. To add even greater variety, the topog- 
raphy is complicated by numerous river valleys and 
high mountain ranges. 

For example, at one point a traveller may be sur- 


Courtesy "C,1I.L. Oval" 
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rounded by dry sagebrush, while in another half hour 
he will be on top of a mountain beside a dark spruce 
forest. In most provinces one travels north to observe 
arctic or sub-arctic vegetation; but in British Colum- 
bia you have only to climb a mountain. 

This variability of environment explains the great 
variety of big game animals native to British Colum- 
bia. Every species of animal has its particular habitat 
requirements. With such a diversity of conditions, the 
province is able to meet the requirements of life for 
most of the big game animals native to our continent. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIAS 


Almost exhausted, Joe broke from the trees and raced onto the flimsy bridge, not knowing that 
this simple action saved him from being trampled to death by the enraged elephant. 


‘““‘HUNDREDS OF MEN NOW HUNTING ELEPHANTS IN B.C. 
FIVE HUNTERS HOSPITALIZED, MANY OTHERS HURT. ONE 


INDIAN WOMAN RECAPTURES THREE ELEPHANTS. 


AN- 


OTHER INDIAN HAS MIRACULOUS ESCAPE FROM BEING 
GORED BY RAMPAGING FEMALE ELEPHANT.”’ 


Never before, nor since, the sum- 
mer of 1924 have leading newspapers 
been able to splash such headlines , 
and the stories printed under the 
headings told of the most remarkable 
big-game hunt that ever took place in 
the whole of Canada. 

It began when the fourteen elephants 
of the Sells-Floto Circus herd first 
stampeded at Edmonton, Alberta. 
Recaptured, they again broke loose 
and were once more caught at Cal- 
gary, Alberta. But when the circus 
arrived at Cranbrook, British Colum- 
bia, the pachyderms made athird and 


8 


even more savage and determined 
break for liberty. Two causes were 
offered as reason for this third break; 
the rarefied air of the 3,000 foot 
altitude of Cranbrook over-stimula- 
ting them, and the fact that at the 
time the same air was thick with the 
smoke from forest fires, thus irri- 
tating them. 

At the first sign of restlessness 
among their charges, the circus men 
sought tocalm them, but the elephants 
refused to be soothed. A wild melee 
took place in the bull tent as the 
men sought to double-chain the mon- 


sters. When it was all over, it was 
discovered that more than a dozen 
men had been hurt, seven elephants 
had been secured, but that the other 
seven had again broke loose! 
Cranbrook is situated in the heart 
of the Rockies surrounded by wild, 
rugged country, and as they surveyed 
that wilderness the circus men’s 
hearts lowered. Then they set to work 
organizing what still remains British 
Columbia’s largest big game hunt, 
pressing into service every white man 
and Indian available. What the circus 
men most feared was that the mam- 
moths might entirely outdistance the 
hunters, become lost and die. This 
fear was emphasized by the fact that 
despite rough terrain in less than 
twenty-four hours some of the runa- 
ways traveled almost forty miles! 


Please turn to Page 27 
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ARE ANTLERLESS DEER SEASONS A SUCCESS? 


by JAMES HATTER 


Chief Game Biologist, Fish and Game Branch 


HARVEST & HUNTING TRENDS, DEER ~ 6B. C. 
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Although not shown on the above graph, hunter success in 1958 was the highest in the history 


of the Province. 


A total of 59,720 deer were taken by hunters, with 43,584 of them bucks. 
The Interior of B.C. was the most productive area, giving a total yield of 22,426. 


Next came 


Vancouver Island with 17,007; then the Kootenays with 14,900; the Mainland Coast with 4,406, 
and the Peace River with 981. 


In the early days of the Pacific 
Northwest there were few, if any, 
laws to control the shooting of big 
game animals. Deer, elk and other 
species were killed with little or no 
regard to sex and age. Not many 
years passed however, before laws 
were enacted to safeguard deer and 
other big game against indiscriminate 
shooting, even if such was only local 
and engaged in by relatively few 
people. At the time a buck law ap- 
peared to be the answer. Seemingly , 


October 1959 


all that was required was to protect 
females and young, regulate seasons , 
and the deer would increase. 

In 1929 British Columbia joined the 
western states in adopting the buck 
law. Before this time however, deer 
and moose were actually on the in- 
crease throughout much of the Pro- 
vince. Land clearing, extensive forest 
fires and logging had noticeably im- 
proved our big game ranges. Most 
of us can stillremember the big bucks 
and large numbers of other deer that 


gathered on the virgin winter ranges. 
The young vegetation fed them well 
and carried large numbers through 
the critical winter period. It was 
only natural that many people should 
have attributed the increase in deer 
to the newly adopted buck law and 
other restrictive measures. The ideal 
range conditions and the consequent 
high carrying capacity prevailing at 
the time was largely overlooked as 


Please turn to Page 31 
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Buffalo enjoying the summer sun at one of Canada’s game sanctuaries. Although famed President Teddy 
Roosevelt failed to save the buffalo from extinction in the United States, the Canadian Government acted 
in time to preserve the species. Over the years $3,000,000 has been spent ona highly successful man- 
agement program. As a result some hunting is being permitted in Wood Buffalo Park to prevent over- 
grazing by the more than 15,000 animals. For the latest hunting regulations write the Department of 
Northern Affairs and National Resources, Parliament Buildings, Ottawa. 


Return of the 


BY FRANCIS DICKIE 


Recently over the Trans-Canada 
network of the C.B.C. was the follow- 
ing news item: ‘‘The Department of 
Northern Affairs and National Re- 
sources announces that due to the in- 
crease in the 15,000 buffalo herd in 
Wood Buffalo Park in the Northwest 
Territories, 100 hunting licenses to 
be issued allowing one buffalo per 
license. The license fee is $200 with 
the season from October 1st to No- 
vember 30th, 1959. ’’ 

While this statement may seem 
unbelievable to many, it is neverthe- 
less true, with the story behind the 
brief announcement being equally un- 
believable but equally true. Briefly 
itis a story of chance--chance in the 
form of an Indian, a Mexican half- 
breed, a Canadian fur trader, anda 
Canadian editor. Itis a story of which 
Canada canbe proud, because without 
the foresight of a few Canadians the 
buffalo would have been extinct over 
sixty years ago. As it was all that 
stood between the buffalo and extinc- 
tion were nine calves, the pitiful 
remnant of a herd once estimated to 


Please turn to Page 20 
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A buffalo bull in all his glory. With a weight of well over one ton, they are 
the largest animals in North America. Canadian Government photo 
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The above map provides a general picture of the areas described in the article. 


It shows the main highways and some side roads, but there are many important 
side roads not shown. 


either the B.C. Government at Victoria or individual oil companies. 
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British Columbia is a land of match- 


less game, and has agreater variety, 
These can be found in detail on larger scale maps from and quality of big game than can be 
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found elsewhere. Big-horn, Stone, 
and Fannin Sheep; Wapiti, Caribou; 
Moose, Giant Grizzly, Goat, Deer, 
Black and Brown Bear, Wolves, and 
Cougars provide a range. 

In few cases is it necessary to travel 
far from railroad or main highways 
to reachcountry where game is found, 
but it must not be supposed that the 
game itself can be obtained without 
effort. The topography is rugged and 
steep, and to follow the game-trails 
requires soundness in wind and limb; 
at the same time, there are places 
where the hunting is muchless stren- 
uous and where those who doubt their 
ability to travel over the screes and 
ridges of the higher altitudes will find 
excellent sport. 

In the region of the Cassiar, for 
instance, saddle-horses can be used 
so extensively that a short stalk brings 
the game into range. This area is 
known to hunters the'world over for 
its magnificent Moose, Caribou, Stone 
and Fannin Sheep, Goat, and Bear. 
The Moose attain enormous stature, 
and the Osborn Caribou found here is 
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Moose are British Columbia’s most sought after big 11,546 moose were taken. The region south of Quesnel 
game animalsand hunters enjoy a high success ratio. yielded 3,827; north of Quesnel, 4,336; The Kootenay, 

In fact Provincial yield is among the highest, if not 562; the Peace River, 2,026; Wells Gray Park, 506; 
the highest, in NorthAmerica. Last year a record and south of the Thompson River, 289. 

IT’S LATER THAN YOU THINK!!! II! 1 


DON’T LET AN EARLY COLD SNAP UPSET YOUR PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 
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GIANT BATTERY 
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B.C. BuLT FOR * 
NORTHLAND BATTERY SERVICE ART McCARDLE LTD REID CE AND BATTERY SHOP 
Peter Slobbe Art McCardle Morley Rei a 
PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. KAMLOOPS, B.C. TERRACE, B.C. 
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5300 POUND 
CARRY CAPACITY 


Fully Protected Hydraulic System 
47° Bucket Tip-Back at Carry 
17,800 Pounds Bucket Breakout 
Four Wheel Drive 

Rear Wheel Power Steering 

Rear Axle Disconnect 


Automatic Clutch Cut-Off — A Touch of the 
Brakes and Full Engine Power is Delivered to 
Hydraulic System 


Passenger Car Comfort and Starting Ease 
Gas or Diesel 
Power Shift Transmission and Torque Converter 


Exclusive Single Lever Speed and Direction 
Control — Any of Six Speed and Direction 
Combinations Selected by just One Lever. 


Forward 


1 2 3 
Reverse 


TRACTOMOTIVE TL-14 TRACTO LOADER 


Rendell Tractor & Equipment Co. Ltd. 
62 West 4th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. 
BRANCHES: Prince George - Vernon - Dawson Creek 


The Peace River country is very 
similar to the Cassiar, both in nature 
and resources. This area is now 
accessible over the John Hart Highway 
from Prince George to Dawson Creek , 
Mile 0 of the Alaska Highway, or by 
air to Fort St. John, thence by car to 
outfitting place. 

In districts less remote, lakes and 
streams are frequent where Moose 
and other game can be approached by 
boat or canoe, and the great lake 
group to the west of Prince George 


is aconspicuous casein point. Stuart 


DID YOU KNOW ...? 


Downy feathers serve as insula- 
tion, but flight feathers must be 
rugged yet flexible. Inset shows 
their construction. Interlocking 
hooklets on overlapping barbules 
are attached to barbs that join the 
shaft. 
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Lake, reached easily from Vander- 
hoof, is wonderfully prolific of fish 
and game, and gives access to other 
lakes quite as promising. Both Burns 
Lake and Vanderhoof are on the Cana- 
dian National Railway and the main 
highway from Prince George to Prince 
Rupert. 

Some 70 miles east of Quesnel, and 
accessible by road, is the Bowron 
Lake Game Reserve, in the heart of 
a magnificent country of Moose, Goat , 
and Bear, and some of the best fish- 
ing. The reserve is enclosed in a 
rectangle of lakes and waterways, and 
hunting is forbidden within its bounds 
or from the lakes, but splendid sport 
is afforded along their outer shores 
and in the surrounding country. 
Quesnel is on the Pacific Great East- 
ern Railway and the Cariboo Road, 


and one proceeds from there by way 
of the historic mining town of Barker- 
ville. 

In the same area is Quesnel Lake, 
57 miles long, and reached from 
Williams Lake on the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway or 150 Mile House 
on the Cariboo Road. Here again is 
abundance of Moose, Mule Deer, and 
Goat, with excellent prospects for 
Grizzly and Black Bear. 

In the spring-time Grizzlies are 
frequent in the country around Lil- 
looet, and Sheep, Goat, and Mule Deer 
in the fall. This is an open region 
with pleasant climate, and one of the 
finest big-game areas in the Pro- 
vince. It is served by the Pacific 
Great Eastern and a road from the 
highway at Lytton. The Chilcotin 
country, lying to the west of the 


TO HUNTERS TRAVELLING B.C. AND TH& YUKON 


You will find the Northwest Travelguide a perfect travelling companion. 
It blankets B.C., Yukon, and the Alaska Highway with 192 pages of informa- 
tion, including mile by mile description of all highways, hunting and fishing 
data, camping places, plus hundreds of facts about the communities through 
which you pass. Available on newstands throughout the Pacific Northwest 


or send $1.00 to Northwest Digest, 
copy. Even if you have been ove 


Box 1238, Quesnel, B.C. for a postpaid 
he route before you will find the Guide 


a time saving reference book, andlike some thirty thousand current owners 
you will agree that it does increase the pleasure of your trip. 
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Of B.C.’s major game animals, elk rank high among those most highly 
prized. The Kootenays are famous for elk, yielding 3,092 of the 3,994 
animals harvested in B.C. last year. Mot Zamilo, above, was among 
the successful hunters. Photo courtesy Pat Wright, Princeton 


Nothing like that sugar cane 
flavor for pancakes and waffles! 
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Fraser River, affords excellent hunt- 
ing prospects for California Big-horn 
Sheep, Moose, Goat, Grizzly and 
Black Bear, and Mule Deer. 

While the finest Moose trophies are 
obtained in the Cassiar District, still 
some fine specimens are taken inthe 
Cariboo District. Those who cannot 
manage a long trip and are desirous 
of obtaining Moose will be well advised 
to outfit at some point along the Cari- 
boo Highway, either at Clinton, 
Horsefly. Likely, Alexis Creek, 
Quesnel, Williams Lake, 100 Mile, 
150 Mile House, or atone of the many 
outfitting places in that area, where 
guides are obtainable and Moose 
plentiful. At Kamloops one can outfit 
for the North Thompson and Wells 
Gray Parkareas, whichare producing 
excellent Moose-hunting. Itis possi- 
ble to reach Moose country in a day’s 
travel by auto from Vancouver. 


The Kootenay section offers mag- 
nificent sport, and its extreme ac- 
cessibility makes it ideal for the 
hunter whose time is limited. Its 
entire length is traversed by the Can- 
adian Pacific Railway, either from 
Golden on the main line or Cranbrook 
or Fernie on the Crowsnest Pass. It 
is famous for its splendid Big-horn 
Sheep, but Grizzlies and Wapiti are 
plentiful, as well as Goat, White- 
tailed and Mule Deer and Moose. 
While Wapiti (Elk) can be found in 
many parts of the Province, the 
Kootenay and some minor districts 
are provided with an open season on 
this wonderful animal, and some ex- 
cellent specimens are to be obtained. 
In fact, the whole of the area watered 
by the Columbia and the Kootenay is 
rich in game ofall sorts. The fishing 
is very fine, and wild fowl fairly 
plentiful onthe numerous small lakes 
and swamps. 

Throughout B.C. are almost 4, 000 
miles of pavement plus some 10, 000 
miles of well maintained gravel high- 
way which will provide no trouble for 
the motorist. For those wishing 
something more rugged there are 
additional thousands of miles of back- 
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Each Peirtearing animal 
has many types of hair 
and the hair structure 
varies with each species. 
Deer hair is hollow, ena- 
bling this animal to swim 
well. 


, N Nw ( LM 


Courtesy ‘Outdoor Indiana’ 
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wood trails, but here caution is 
essential. The hunter venturing onto 
these roads should have winter tires , 
full camping equipment and prefer- 
ably a pick-up or jeep with either a 
hand or power winch incase of sudden 
snow flurries or prolonged wet spells . 

Those going to the Kootenay or 
Okanagan will find all main roads 
paved as will those heading northward 
through the Cariboo to Prince George. 
From Williams Lake across the Chil- 
cotin to Bella Coola the road is mostly 
gravel and will cause no trouble, but 
side roads in this area should be 


UNLOAD 
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y 


VA 
G A SAFE SPORT 
treated with caution. From Prince 
George westward to Prince Rupert 
over one half the distance is paved 
with the rest either reconstructed or 
being reconstructed. Main side roads 
such as those to Fort St. James, 
Kenney Dam, and Kitimat are well 
maintained but here again those ven- 
turing onto little-travelled side roads 
should be well equipped. 
Those heading northward to the 
Peace River for the superb duck and 


The ruffed grouse ranges over 
more of North America than any 
other game bird. Last year B.C 
yielded a record 315,169 birds. 
Of this total, 27,409 came from 
Vancouver Island; 19,115 the 
Mainlandcoast; 38,888 the Koo- 
tenays; 113,523 the Peace River; 
and 116,234 from the Interior. 


October 1959 


The Hi-sign makes it clear you want real 

pilsener beer. Labatt’s is brewed light to Canadian 
taste from the authentic recipe of the master 

brewers of Pilsen using the finest strain of fresh 


European pilsener yeast. Ask for Labatt’s today. 


free home delivery: phone 
MU 4-1121 / YU 8-2636 / WA 2-7530 / LA 2-0343 


¥252 This advertisement is not published or displayed by the Liquor Control Board or by the Government of British Columbia, 
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CARSON TRUCK LINES 


LTD. 


BONDED AND INSURED 
CARIERS 
4055 Myrtle St., 
Burnaby 2, B.C. 
DEPENDABLE PUBLIC 
FREIGHT SERVICE 


Between: 
VANCOUVER 


and 
Spences Bridge 
Ashcroft 
Ceche Creek 


Clinton 
70-Mile House 


Forward to: Green Loke 
Watch Lake 


83 Mile House 
93 Mile House 


Forward to: Lone Butte 
Bridge Lake 
Fown 

100 Mile House 


Forward to: Forest Grove 
Buffalo Creek 
Canim Loke 
Lec La Hache (115 Mile 
House) 
150 Mile House 
Williams Lake 


Forward to: Hanceyille 
lexis Creek 


Sede Creek 
MacAllister 
Marguerite 
Alexandria 
Austrolion 
Kersley 
Quesnel 


Forward to: Wells 
Barkerville 


Cinemo 

Strathnaver 

Cenyon Creek 

Hixon Creek 

Woodpecker 

Red Rock (Stoner) 

Prince George 

Vie C.T.L. & C.N. Rly. 

Vanderhoot 

Fraser Loke 

Burns & Decker Lakes 

Houston 

Telkwa 

Smithers 

Vie C.T.L. & Northern 
Freightwoys Ltd. 


Dawson Creek 

Taylor 

Fort St. John 

Fort Nelson 

Lower Post 

Watson Lake VANCOUVER 
Whitehorse aiaee, 


Telephone HE. 3-1211 


Duck hunter in the Chilcotin. Ducks range throughout the Province with 
last year’s bag a near record 432,120. The mainland coastal area yield 
was 199,852 of this total. 


geese hunting will find the HartHigh- supplies are obtainable readily at 


way in good condition although at times 
it tends to be rough and dusty. Much 
of itis paved and it is well maintained. 
The Alaska Highway is kept in excell- 
ent shape and will provide notrouble. 
However remember that this is areal 
rugged area and once you pass Fort 
Nelson pack horses are almost essen- 
tial for off the highway hunting. 
Prince George is the commercial 
centre for the Northern Interior, but 


Vanderhoof, Burns Lake, or Fort St. 
James, and the guides are prepared 
tofurnish boats anddunnage. Quesnel 
and Wells make good bases for the 
country around Bowron Lake district , 
and Williams Lake and Horsefly for 
Quesne] Lake. Williams Lake, Clin- 
ton, Alexis Creek, or Anahim Lake 
are central points from which to hunt 
in the Chilcotin district. In addition 
several lakes in the Chilcotin area 


HAatel Deuanshine 


849 WEST GEORGIA ST. @® VANCOUVER I, B.C. 
“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME” 


FINE FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS 
SERVED IN CONGENIAL SURROUNDINGS 


Ample Parking Facilities For Out-OF-Town Guests 


@ SINGLE ROOMS from $6.50 
@ DOUBLE ROOMS from $9.50 


Downtown Conveniences at Home Town Prices 


W. Fred Evans, Managing Director 
Telephone: MUtual 1-5481 
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A deisel locomotive and rugged 
mountain scenery typical of the 
Yukon between Skagway and 
Whitehorse. This country, on 
the fringe of timberline, is the 
habitat of mountain goat, sheep 
and grizzly. 


such as Puntzi, Nimpo, and Anahim 
have resorts which accommodate 
hunters. This condition also prevails 
in the Cariboo district and along High- 
way 16 between Prince George and 
Prince Rupert. In addition most of 
these resorts can supply guides if 
required and also arrange for horses 
to pack game from the woods. 

Those who wish guide service will 
find guides available in every area of 
B.C. A complete list of guides for 
any region is available from the Fish 
and Game Branch at 567 Burrard 
Street, Vancouver 1, B.C. 


Its Game Hunting 


For those heading northward to the 
Yukon hunting conditions are similar 
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to those innorthern B.C. The country 


is rugged, laced with mountains and 
valleys, and generally speaking pack 
horses are a necessity. Along the 


Alaska Highway in the Yukon lodges 
are spotted onthe average of 40 miles 
apart and so are established camp- 
grounds maintained by the Federal 
Government. The Yukon is famous 
for big moose, infact in1951 it yielded 
a record head for Canada and the 
world’s second largest. Spread was 
75 1/2 inches with the giant taken 
north of Mayo by an Indian Chief 
called David Moses. 

LICENCE FEE: 

Non-resident Canadian citizen big 
game and game bird hunting licence 
~ +» POO, 00! 

Non-resident Alien big game and 
game bird licence ... $100. 00 

These licences entitle the holder 
to take during the open season, two 
(2) game animals of different species. 
The species are: Moose, Caribou, 
Mountain Sheep, Mountain Goat, Black 
and Grizzly Bear. 

If a non-resident hunter desires to 
take more thantwo animals he is re- 
quired to pay a trophy tax of $25. 00 
for each animal ofa different species 
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Pheasants are seed eaters, rarely eating 
buds of shrubs and trees as many of 

the grouse do. Young chicks starf out 
on an insect diet. When waste grain is 
abundant in mid-summer young 
change to o grain diet: 


HARKLEY & HAYWOOD 


SPORTING GOODS LIMITED 
Everything For 
THE FISHERMAN AND HUNTER 
REPAIRS TO FISHING RODS, GUNS, & REELS 
FISH AND GAME LICENSES 
MU 3-5771 101 Cordova St. W., Vancouver 


CAR-A-VAN 


403 E. HASTINGS 


VANCOUVER | 
B. C., 


CANADA 


Vea 


eched- 


Pheasants are not native to North America but were in- 
China in 1881. The first introduction in 

B.C. was in 1882 when 20 were liberated. These all died 
but the next year 25 birds from China were released and 
these were successful. Today the pheasant flourishes in 
Cache Creek-Ashcroft-Kamloops area, the Okanagan, the 
lower mainland, Vancouver Island, and someareas of the 
Cariboo, Kootenays, and Queen Charlottes. Last year al- 
most 70,000 birds were bagged by hunters. Vancouver 
Island yielded 8,153: the Lower Mainland, 30,572; the Int- 
erior, 26,519; and the Kootenays, 4,709. 


Illustrations courtesy "Oregon State Game Commission" 


troduced from 


In late March and April the cock 
establishes his” territory and 
\Aaremt: Hens start random egg laying 


‘7 April and May hen builds nest, Jays average 
of 12 eggs in lSdays. Starts incubation. tf 
nest is destroyed, hen may renest severa/ 
times. Raises only one brood a year as this 
takes about /7 weeks. 


Chicks hatch in 23 or 24 days. 
They leave the rest with thehen 
soon offer hatching. After about 
two weeks the chicks can Fly 
Fairly we//. Hens stay with 


ul until th e (2 to /4 
A COMPLETE CAMPING UNIT Wietakee Ghee EO ae 


--- SLEEPS 5 COMFORTABLY --- j 


PASSENGERS CAN LEGALLY RIDE 
IN UNIT WHILE IN TRANSIT 
FULL PRICE, INCLUDING TRUCK 
$3,150. 00 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 
Car-A-Van Builders Ltd 
Maclean Motors B.C. Ltd 
95 Kingsway, Vancouver, B.C. 


Pheasantsare ground dwelling ~ 
fast runners, and strong fliers. 
Normally they roost on the ground 
but take to trees if 
continually disturbed. 


Yours for hospitality— 
ideal accommodations— 
comfort— 

AND moderate rates! 


‘HOTEL 
atricia 


When pheasant chicks are young 
mortality is high Skurtks, raccoons, 
ground squirrels, crow s,and gh a 
are destructive fo eggs Hawks, ow/s, 

cats, dogs, and otter predators teke a 


heavy to// of yourg 


Northwest Digest 


taken over the two allowed on his, 
licence. Only one animal of each 
species is allowed. Caribou, Bear 
and Mountain Goat of either sex may 
be legally taken, but female Bear 
accompanied by a cub or cubs are 
protected. 

Only male Moose and Sheep may 
be taken, and all big game animals 
must be over one year of age. 

Seasons open August Ist and close 
November 30th. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from Director of Game, Terri- 
torial Government, Whitehorse, Yu- 
kon, or from Yukon Travel Bureau, SAR 
Whitehorse, Yukon. 7 
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* Anite sheep - Ovis (alli- 
Presented 1958 by 
James H. BOND 
Leneth of Curl 43%in. 
Taxidermy - Courtesy 

) YUKON FISH & GAME 

} + ASSOCIATION 


Two fine specimens of Yukon big 
game on display at the MacBride 
Historical Museum at Whitehorse. 


The Dayton 6401 
“Light Cruiser” 


A BETTER BOOT STYLED 
FOR LONG LIFE AND DURA- 
BILITY. GUARANTEED TO 
HOLD CAULKS. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:= 
YOU'R EGIGALE DEAEER 
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PICNIC GROUNDS 


SAVONA HOTEL 


RATES 


DINING ROOM IN CONNECTION 
SAVONA, B.C. 


KAMLOOPS STEEL FABRICATORS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS 


PUP TRAILERS 
LOGGING ARCHES 
PONTOON RAFTS 


SAVONA LODGE 


** HUNTING ** FISHING 

BOATS WITH OUTBOARDS 
CAMPING GROUNDS 
MODERN CABINS 

Shane and Carole Sherman 

PHONE SAVONA 2-U 


ee a eee 
< THE STORE WHERE QUALITY RULES | 


MACK’S | 
GENERAL STORE 


AMMUNITION 
FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
MEATS --- FROZEN FOODS 

FISHING TACKLE 
GROCERIES CLOTHING 
A. D, MACKINTOSH SAVONA 


PACIFIC COAST TRAILERS LTD. 


FRANCHISED MOBILE HOMES SALES LOCATIONS: 
VANCOUVER -- COMOX -- KELOWNA 
SAVONA -- PRINCE GEORGE 
REGISTERED OFFICE : 
5680 Kingsway, South Burnaby, B.C. 
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RETURN OF THE BUFFALO 
Continued from Page 10 


exceed 100, 000, 000. 

At the start the saving of the Prairie 
buffalo (correct name Bison) from 
extinction in North America was due 
to only twomen. They were 300 miles 
apart and unaware of each other’s 
effort. In 1873 Walking Coyote, a 
Pend d’Oreille Indian, saved four 
buffalo calves in southwestern Al- 
berta when a small herd was entirely 
slaughtered. He drove them to the 
St. Ignatius Mission in Montana. By 
1884 the four calves had increased to 
a herd of thirteen, ten of which were 
bought by Michael Pablo, a Mexican 
half-breed, in that year. He paid 
Walking Coyote $2,500. 00 for them , 
which reveals how quickly buffalo had 
gone up in value. Pablo turned the 
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194 Victoria Street 


Kamloops Phone 2967 


ALL TYPES OF WELDING REPAIRS 
AUTOMATIC HARDSURFACING AND 
REBUILDING 


calves loose on the Flathead Indian 
reservation where they thrived. 

At nearly the same time C.B. 
Alloway, a Winnipeg fur trader bought 
from Indians five calves near Prince 
Albert. These were put ina park at 
Banff, Alberta, and they also thrived. 

At this point must be told the almost 
unknown story of how President 
‘Teddy’ Roosevelt so very nearly won 
the honor of being ‘father to bringing 
back the buffalo’. He was a great 
conservationist, full of regret at the 
terrible devastation of natural re- 
sources, including the buffalo, of 
which his countrymen had been guilty . 

In 1907 the United States Govern- 
ment threw open for homesteading 
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EXCELLENT FISHING 
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ON THE SHORE OF BEAUTIFUL KAMLOOPS LAKE 
CLEAN, COMFORTABLE ROOMS AT MODERATE 
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KEEP HUNTING A SAFE SPORT 

what had been the property of the 
Flathead Indians. Upon this reser- 
vation since 1884, Pablo’s herd had 
increased to 631 head. Pablo, faced 
with the loss of the only available 
range for his herd, offered to sell 
them to the U.S. Government for 
$150,000. Theodore Roosevelt was 
enthusiastic, but Congress looked 
upon the expenditure as absurd and 
refused the money. 

At the same time inCanada anener- 
getic newspaperman, Norman Luxton, 
pointed out the plight of Pablo and his 
herd to the Canadian Government. 


Wildlife wardens at Wood Buffalo Park voted this picture of a buffalo 
swimming across Lake Claire as the best wild animal photo of the year. 
While 


buffalo will cross 


swims unless 


rivers, they almost never undertake long 
chased by wolves or men, 
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Bud’s Bh) SERVICE 


*** Make the ones for the road 


Sprawling across northern Alberta 
into the Northwest Territories, the 
parkis almostas big as Nova Scotia. 


With commendable foresight the Gov- 


ernment immediately bought the herd. Bud’s better BA products *** 
For his initiative in saving the buffalo 

Luxton certainly deserves a statue or SERVING ALL B.A. PRODUCTS AND FISK TIRES FROM 7 
some form of recognition. A.M. TO 7 P.M. DURING THE TOURIST SEASON. LUBRI- 


To supply range for the new buffalo 
herd Canada built a nine-foot wire 
fence around 170 square miles at 
Wainwright, Alberta. Here in 1917 
was brought Pablo’s herd, now in- 
creased to 716. To add to this herd 
the Canadian Government purchased 
all the other buffalo from Alloway’s 
original calves, 87inall, plus another 


30 from Kalispell, the increase from Seuces Sridge 


the three calves left at St. Ignatius 

Mission in 1884. Hotel 
Thus, from nine calves, saved in 

1873-1875, by 1917 Canada had col- 
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lected in the new Wainwright Park LIL AND GEORGE PETERS, THE NEW OWNERS, 
833 animals. Thus ended the first INVITE YOUR INSPECTION 

40 year period, begun by chance and CLEAN, COMFORTABLE ROOMS WITH A 
continued without plan from 1877. SPARKLING NEW CAFE WHERE THE FOOD 
However in 1917 began the scientific IS GOOD 


guidance of the herd under Canada’s 
most experienced mammologists. 
Now was to begin the second 40 year 


LOCATED RIGHT AT SPENCES BRIDGE, THE 
POINT WHERE THE STEELHEAD FISHERMEN 
AND THE HUNTERS MEET 


Please turn to Page 24 
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GOING AWAY... 


This one can fool you. It looks Pox 
easy, but it’s tough. The collision point K 
is out there somewhere ahead of the leader, 
but it depends on how fast you’ve tracked 
them, how far they are, and how fast they’re 
traveling. Take this one low. Swing on their line of 
flight and cut loose when you’re 
about five bird lengths ahead and slightly 


f | ah | Jo e under the lead bird. It could be less or it 
S f, / might be more, but do it while your gun 
\ J is swinging. Follow-through is as important 
, : in wing shooting as in golf. 
¢ Wi Ay // : 
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WING SHOT 
QUARTERING RIGHT 


Remember, ‘‘the swing is 
the thing’”’ on this shot 
e - or any wing shot. Swing your 

7 gun on his flight line and keep 

swinging as you pull the 

trigger. Follow through like you do 

in golf. At least 95 percent of the 
misses on ducks is caused by the shooter 
stopping his gun (or slowing it down) 

at the time he pulled the trigger. Guessing 
the right lead comes with experience 

but even the right lead will get you 
nowhere if you stop the gun 

as you shoot. 


GETTING SET... 


Try to figure fast what they intend to do. Just passing 
over?—Too high? (Don’t shoot—they’re out of range.) 
Wheeling for another look at your decoys? (Sit 
tight—they may come in.) Is it a single looking 
for her friends? (Keep your eyes peeled —she 
may put on the brakes fast.) Slowing down? Decoying 
nicely? (Get ready—this is it!) 


STRAIGHT-ON SHOT 


) Look sharp and decide whether 
they are skimming in to settle 

with your decoys or taking elevation 
to pass over your blind. If they 
Ye are losing altitude, draw a 
bead just a few inches below 

~~ the leader. If they’ve seen you 

and have started climbing, 
then take ’em high by a couple 
of bird lengths— maybe more. 
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«<x FLOCK SHOOTING 


sy 
* at This particular shot can fool you more often 
than you’d ever believe. A flock comes over and 
k se it looks as if you couldn’t possibly miss. So you blast away 
ele —and nothing drops. It’s because you 


didn’t pick a target. You shot where they weren't. 
To get ’em out of a flock you have to pick the 

duck you want (somewhere in the front of the 
flock) and track him and shoot as if he were a 
single. Then they'll begin to drop 
frequently in pairs. 


JUDGING s 
DISTANCE x 


Here is where you have to use 

cool judgment. Distances over 

\y water are very deceiving, and some 
/ men shoot too soon and drive the 
a game away. A good rule is that your 
duck is “farther than you think’’. Old 
experienced shooters recognize the type 
of bird coming in and know what 

it should look like when it gets in 
range. When it looms as big as a 
four-motored bomber, or you can see 
y the white on the bird’s cheeks or 
the bars on its wings—- you know 


Wy Ty 
Hh hie qe ii. 


it’s safe to cut loose. 


4 

fai 
OVER ~~ HEAD 

+ 


Another tough one because it’s awkward to line 
your gun up straight. If you’ve twisted the stock 
against your shoulder you might as well never 
pull trigger. If they’re traveling fast they may be 
covering 100 feet a second. Swing on their line of 
flight and get out ahead plenty far—8 bird lengths, 
} maybe 10, at 40 yards. Your shot column 
|) strings out quite a ways, and if you can plant it ahead \ 
| so they’ll fly into it, you’ll get hits. Two-eye 
shooting pays off here (both eyes open). Wy 


a 


wv ney, 
WH E N TH EY If they've been sailing by all day at 90 
miles an hour and you’ve lengthened 
H iT TH E 4 your lead because you’re sure 
you’ve just been tickling their tail 
D E coYs H wy feathers, it’s disconcerting to 


have a couple gals suddenly 
stop in mid air, and you miss 
another shot by blasting 

too far ahead. Watch if their 
wings change pitch and 

feet come down. When 
they do, it’s almost a 

dead-on shot. 
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W »2- 
JUDGING 
First of all, pick your target L E A D 


Never shoot blindly at the 
flock. Pick out ONE bird, Swing 
your gun on his line of flight, 
and as it passes in front of him 
squeeze don't jerk — the trigger 


Keep swinging that gun as you fire 
don’t jerk to a halt and shoot. How 
far in front of him depends on the speed 

of the bird, the direction of flight, 

and how fast you swing. You learn this 
only by experience. At 40 yards, if you are 
a fast swinger maybe 4 feet is enough 

If you swing slowly, better use 8 or 10 feet. 


| \ 
pt 


a 
WING SHOT 
QUARTERING LEFT 


You have to get sharp on 

your ability to calculate distances, , . 
both horizontal and vertical. x¢ . 

This target is moving away Av 4 
from you at a diagonal, and he’s 

covering more ground than it looks 

because your sight line is ‘‘foreshortened”’ 

Lead this baby plenty. It’s better 

to guess on the long side than the 

short side because the short side 

is a sure miss while the long side still gives 

you a trailing shot cone that he can ~ 
fly into. Try 6 to 8 bird lengths 

at 35 yards. 


CRIPPLES 
Your Obligation... 


Good sportsmanship is made up of a lot of decent 
things, and mostly they’re the same qualities 
that make up good character in men. If you 
like your hunting, remember no one would have 
any hunting if we didn’t practice common sense 
principles of conservation. The reason 
we have such limited hunting today is because of the 


f f senseless waste and slaughter of past years. 


Vises Make every shot count, but above all, recover 
} everything that drops. It’s a crying shame to 
cripple ducks and then not turn a hand to 


RETURN OF THE BUFFALO 
Continued from Page 21 
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HELEN and PARKIE esting phase in this truly astonishing 


saga of the present day buffalo. 
While the plains buffalo had been 
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almost exterminated, there had sur- 
vived in Canada’s sub-Arctic far 
northwest the larger hardier sub- 
species Wood Buffalo. It was tougher 
and shaggier and fiercer by reason of 
its rigorous climatic environment 
than the plains buffalo. It was also 
the nearest type to the original beast 
which crossed from Asia to Alaska 
some 50,000 years ago when the land 
adjoined North America. Because of 
Government protection the herd had 
increased from approximately 300 
animals in 1890 toanestimated 2,000 
in 1920. 

To ensure greater protection for 
them the Federal Government in 1926 
laid out Wood Buffalo Park, largest 
animal sanctuary in North America. 
It is 17,300 square miles in area, 
with seven permanent wardens plus 
additional Wild Life Service personnel 
constantly in the area. It is patrolled 
by airplanes, power boats, and on 
foot. 

Meanwhile the herd of prairie type 
buffalo from the original nine calves 
was rapidly increasing at Wainwright 
Park. In fact the herd increased so 
rapidly that in four years the Park 
was overgrazed. This forced the 
mammologists, whose earlier calcu- 
lations of increase were far exceeded , 
to a regular yearly killing of surplus 
stock. 

As perhaps the most amazing ex- 
ample of the herd inerease from the 
original nine, the Canadian Govern- 
ment in the Great Depression years 
between 1930-1933, gave free to needy 
Canadians 670,000 pounds of buffalo 
meat. It was the largest return ever 
received from any wild animal con- 
servation project. 

To further relieve the pressure of 
animal increase in the Wainwright 
Park, during the year 1926-1928 the 
Government carried out something 
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Buffalo thundering across meadowland in Wood Buffalo National Park. 
This type of scene has been absent from North America for almost 100 


years. 


new in wild animal conservation. 
This was an extensive migration of 
the plains buffalo from Wainwright to 
the far northern Wood Buffalo Park. 
Here, the plains specimens (Bos 
Americanus) and Wood Buffalo (Bos 
Athabascae) joined. For 31 years the 
plains type and the sturdier sub- 
Arctic species have been forming a 
new race. 

This transfer of the plains animals 
during the three years was another 
fine achievement in an overall suc- 
cessful one. A total of 6,673 prairie 
buffalo was conveyed to the 17,300 
square mile area. The distance was 
657 miles; 400 by rail, 257 by water 
over the Clearwater and Slave Rivers. 
The water journey was the most diffi- 
cult as the river channels are beset 
by dangerous sandbars. Itis a tribute 
to the pilots that not an animal was 
lost. 

At the commencement of the oper- 
ation, corrals were built outside the 
nine-foot fence of Wainwright en- 
closure. Cowboys cut out stock se- 
lected for transfer and drove them 
into the corrals. All were from one 
to three years, sex proportion one 
bull to five cows. Before shipment 
all were branded with the letter W to 
distinguish them from Bos Atha- 
bascae. The animals were then driven 
from the corral up an inclined runway 
into cattle cars. Lots of 200 to 250 
made a train load, and in all some 25 
train loads were shipped north. 

Atthe end of the rail journey other 
corrals were ready. Into these the 
buffalo were unloaded and given a 
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The photo was takenfroma helicopter used by Park Wardens to 
keep count of the park’s population. 


further 36 hours rest before begin- 
ning the 257 mile boat journey. 

The shallow draft light barges to 
carry them had decked corrals, and 
were pushed by light draft but power- 
ful steam vessels. Usually the trip 
required four days. 

Atthe entry to the newrange on the 
banks: of the Slave River a special 
chute was constructed so that the 
barges could move stern to the bank. 
One end of the chute was run upon 
the deck of the barges at the corral 
Opening. The chutes’ other end was 
well up on the bank affording a gentle 
incline to a safe runway from the 
deck to the shore. On either side of 
the chute on the bank a lane was cut 
through the forest a mile in length 
and fenced to lead the emigrants into 
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their new home. 

This overall project also proved an 
outstanding success. In fact over the 
40 year period from 1917-1957 the 
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The mile long slash through the forest at La Butte to guide the imported 
Plains buffalo into their new home at Wood Buffalo National Park. 


833 animals managed by the Canadian 
Government’s staff of mammologists 
produced a total increase of 40, 000 
head. The greater portion were killed 
as surplus stock. In 1940 Wainwright 
Park was closed, and effort concen- 
trated on Wood Buffalo Park. 

In recent years the killof ‘surplus’ 
buffalo has increased from 200 to 
500 each winter when freeze-up pre- 
serves themeat. Until now, the Gov- 
ernment has sold part of the surplus 
meat to’a packing house for distri- 
bution to butchers across Canada and 
high class restaurants in the United 
States. Part has been distributed to 
the Missions in Northern Canada, and 
to needy Indians. Recently 8,000 
pounds were dropped by aeroplanes 
to starving Eskimos on a western 
Arctic island. 

However, though Wood Buffalo Park 
has an enormous overall area of 
17,300 square miles, unfortunately 
only a small portion of 4,000 miles 
is winter range, and not all of this 
offers prime nutrition for buffalo. 
Some Wild Life Service authorities 
state that present winter range is too 
small for adequate pasturage during 


CHEVROLET 
OLDSMOBILE 


VAUXHALL 


26 


PONTIAC 


GMC & CHEV TRUCKS | 


LARGEST PARTS SERVICE DEPARTMENT IN THE CARIBOO 
EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE AT ALL TIMES 


the long northern winter for future 
increases from the present 15, 000 
herd. Thus, in the future, excess 
buffalo will die because of insufficient 
feed. To keep the present herd well 
fed during the winter at least two 
thousand should be shot annually. 

So to experimentally meet the situ- 
ation, the Government will begin 
licensed buffalo hunting, but it will 
not interfere with the present quota 
to the packing houses. The present 
plan is toissue only a limited number 
of hunting licenses for one animal 
per season. There is no doubt that 
this will be eagerly accepted by big 
game and trophy hunters from all 
over the world. A 3,000 pound bull 
is one of the world’s prime trophies , 
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as well as supplying a huge amount 
of excellent meat. 

Thus, through an amazing chain of 
chance circumstances, coupled with 
scientific supervision, nine prairie 
calves, which started reproducing in 
1857 have made buffalo hunting in 
North America possible after a lapse 
of 100 years. The project has cost 
the Canadian people about $3,000,000 
and has been money well invested. It 
has preserved forever a majestic 
animal, it has given Canada the 
world’s largest wild animal conserva- 
tion achievement, and it has fulfilled 
a long standing prophecy among old 
time prairie Indians that ‘‘the buffalo - 
will disappear -- the buffalo will re- 
turn’: 

THE END 
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LETTERS 


Continued from Page 5 


Editor: 

Iappreciate your inserting the pic- 
ture of our resort in your excellent 
fishing edition but you made anerror. 
We are on Tachic Lake and have a 
fishing resort and campsite. You 
printed in your magazine that there 
was no resort on this lake. Mrs. 
Monkman has been improving this 
resort for the last twelve months. 

You have spelt the name ofthe lake 
wrong, too. It is not Tachick but 
Tachic and is just beyond Nulki lake, 
south of Vanderhoot. 

I am not sore as it was just a 
mistake which anyone could make, 
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so I hope you will understand and 
straighten it out in the Digest. 


We look forward to each issue. 


Mrs. S. Copestake, 
Vanderhoof, B.C. 


## Thanks for straightening us out 
about the new resort on Tachick Lake. 
Regarding the spelling we might call 
it a standoff. Your version is the 
correct local spelling and ours is the 
correct version from Government 
maps. 


Editor: 

I want to commend you for the 
article on the Hope-Princeton High- 
way contained in your August issue. 
It is high level writing, and a better 
description of the highway I haven’t 
read anywhere! 

For my moneyitis the best writing 
I’ve seen for sometime. This kind of 


thing makes your magazine tip top. 
A.M. Braithwaite, 
Burnaby Lake, B.C. 


Editor: 

Please renew my subscription to 
your most valuable and interesting 
magazine for the next two years. I 
would not miss receiving this histor - 
ical data which your magazine prints 
for anything. I have each year com- 
plete from 1947 bound and I treasure 
them very highly. I trust you will be 
able to carry on for many years to 
come. 


G.C. Knowles, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


## Thanks, George, for your kind 
wishes. In the future, as in the past, 
we will continue publishing historical 
articles. They seem to have a general 
appeal to all our readers. 


B.C.’s GREAT ELEPHANT HUNT 


Continued from Page 8 


And the breakaway at Cranbrook 
led to the issuance of an order to the 
British Columbia divisions of the 
Canadian National Railway and the 
Canadian Pacific Railway which still 
remains unique in the annals of Can- 
adian railroading. 

‘“‘Keep watch for elephants on the 
right-of-way. If sighted report at 
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once. ”’ 

And then, while rifle-armed men, 
some mounted, others on foot, scoured 
the countryside in all directions, and 
railroad men anxiously searched the 
right-of-way, three of the elephants 
were recaptured, single-handed, by 
a sixty-year-old Indian woman named 
Marie! 

Working outside her house, a few 
miles from Cranbrook, Marie sudden- 
ly looked up to see three elephants 
eyeing her. Never before having seen 
such monstrous brutes and knowing 
nothing about the circus, Marie 
promptly climbed up an apple tree. 
In so doing she shook free some of the 
fruit. To her surprise the three 
pachyderms at once lumbered forward 
and began eating the apples. 

Marie then set to work stripping 
the tree until the ground was littered 
with apples. While the elephants ate 
them, she slid to the ground and 
scurried over to a neighbor’s house. 
The Indian man there was away with 
the hunters, consequently his wife 
knew all about the circus and the 
stampede. She at once sent one of 
her children on horseback to Cran- 
brook. In short order circus men 
arrived to find a bull named Cicero 
and two cows named Bessie and Vir- 
ginia still contentedly munching 
apples. Securing the animals, the 


circus men then rewarded Marie with 
three hundred dollars. Excitedly 
clutching the money, Marie grinned: 
‘‘Huh! Easymoney. Big animals all- 
same tame like cow or cayuse. ”’ 

In the meantime another cow named 
Freda had been recaptured, leaving 
but three still free, but reports filter- 
ing through stated that the trio were 
now more than sixty miles away, had 
separated and, not accustomed to 
foraging for themselves and miss- 
ing their regular fodder, were be- 
coming hourly wilder and more truc- 
ulent. 

One of the elephants still free was 
a four-year-old named Charlie-Ed. 
Whereas three of the animals had 
been caught with apples, Charlie-Ed 
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was recaptured with the aid of a tiny 
field mouse! 

Following one trail, a party of 
hunters suddenly heard a _ shrill, 
terrified trumpeting. They at once 

The earthworm gets trac- 
tion for movement by being 
covered with small bristles. 
These bristles press against 
the walls of the tunnel and 
allow the worm to gain a 
“foothold.” 


encircled the spot. Then they saw 
Charlie-Ed, standing trembling star- 
ing ata tiny field mouse frisking about. 
So frightened was the baby elephant 
he whimpered eager greetings when 
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he saw the men and docilely allowed 
himself to be led away. 


The two elephants still free were 
fully-matured cows named Myrtle 
and Tillie, considered the most vi- 
cious and bad-tempered of the whole 
herd. 

Tillie proved thisafew hours later. 

An Indian named David, astride his 
cayuse, had trailed Tillie for a whole 
day. Presently her spoor told him 
that he was right on her heels. But, 
actually, Tillie was on David’s heels, 
having craftily circled. Thinking 
more of the hundred dollars reward 
than his safety, David was holding - 
his pony to a walk as he leaned from 
the saddle studying the tracks. And 
then there suddenly came a weird 
trumpeting from right behind him. 
At the same moment Tillie charged 
from a screen of bushes. 

David’s horse gave a startled buck 
that unseated him, then bolted. But, 
being thrown undoubtedly saved 
David’s life, for instead of turning on 
him Tillie took after the horse. 

Scrambling to his feet, David then 
set off afoot to fetch the circus men. 
Presently they reached the spot with 
Cicero and another big bull. Guided 
by their keepers, when they at last 
caught up with Tillie, the sagacious 
bulls ranged alongside and squeezed 
her into squealing helplessness while 
she was securely chained. 

David then grinningly pocketed his 
reward and set out tofind his cayuse. 

In the meantime, a fewmiles away, 
another Indian, named Joe McDougal, 
came up with Myrtle in an almost 
inaccessible part of the forest. A 
portion of chain still dangled from a 
broad leather collar about Myrtle’s 
neck. Recalling how easily Marie 
had recaptured three of the tuskers 
and grinned: ‘‘Huh! Easy money. 
Big animals all-same tame like cow 
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Cranbrook, scene of what still remains 
British Columbia's most unusual hunt. 


B.C. Travel Bureau photo 


or cayuse.’’ Joe stepped boldly for- 
ward to grasp the length of chain. 

The next moment he was running 
for his life as Myrtle charged. 

The terrain was all in favor of 
Myrtle, for she charged right through 
brush and obstacles that impeded Joe . 
And all the time as she thundered in 
pursuit of the terrified Joe, she kept 
_ up a discordant trumpeting. 

Almost spent, Joe presently broke 
from the trees at the edge of a small 
gully across which someone had built 
a flimsy footbridge. On to the bridge 
Joe raced, not knowing that in so doing 
he saved his life, for elephants will 
rarely trust themselves to structures 
that might not support their weight. 
AsJoe slowed down on the bridge and 
cast another scared glance behind 
him, he saw Myrtle come toan abrupt 
halt. 

Recovering his wind, Joe walked to 
the far side of the bridge. On the 
instant, her pig-like eyes glinting 
savagely, Myrtle slid down the side 
of the gully and scrambled up the far 
side. It then dawned upon Joe that if 
he stayed on the bridge he was safe, 
so he stayed there all night. Seeing 
no sign of Myrtle the next morning he 
hurriedly contacted the circus men 
and guided them to the spot. 

Myrtle had left a plain trail and 
presently the party came up withher. 
She looked starved and was evenmore 
vicious in consequence. Cautiously 
approaching, one of the bull men threw 
towards her bread buns heavily im- 
pregnated with morphine. Eagerly 
Myrtle ate them and a few minutes 
later collapsed in a drugged sleep. 
The circus men then found themselves 
with another problem. 

They had trailed Myrtle through 
miles of wellnigh impassable going 
--fallen trees, gullies and ravines. 
Hobbled with chains, Myrtle could 
never make the return journey. Un- 
chained she was dangerous; a man- 
killer. From a circus point of view 
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she was a valuable beast. But human 
life is even more valuable, so two 
men armed with elephant guns were 
ordered to destroy Myrtle mercifully 
as she slept. 

Thus ended a hunt that sent several 
men to the hospital, cost the circus 
management well over one hundred 
thousand dollars, and still remains 
unique in the annals of British Co- 
lumbia. 


THE END 
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Bears are near-sighted because of 
their long-time habit of feeding with 
nosestothe ground. Theirkeen senses 
of hearing and smell make up for this 
deficiency. 


Bulls cannot distinguish red from 
any other color. They are, in fact, 
color blind. 


The ruffed grouse is also known as 
mountain pheasant, thunder bird, par- 
tridge, and many other names. 


The loon has exceptional diving ab- 
ility. Their legsare placedsofar back 
on their bodies that they can’t walk erect 
on land but move by sliding on their 
breast. 
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Elephants donot drink throughtheir 
trunks, as people sometimes suppose, 
but suck water up into their trunks and 
then squirt it into their mouths. 


The teeth of the rodent group of an- 
imals never stop growing. 


The four-horned antelope of India 
and Burma is the only wild animal in 
the world with four horns. Only the 
males have horns. 


The pelican derives its name from 
the Greek. It has a huge beak shaped 
like a great Greek pelekus, an ax. 


For many months of the year the sun 
never sets onthe arctic tern. No other 
migranttravels sofar. Annuallyatern 
may travel 25,000 miles. 


The common American Bear may 
be cinnamon, chocolate, brownor black 
in color, but all, correctly speaking, 
are Black Bears. 
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The only animal that is purple in 
color is the blesbok, a small South Af- 
rican antelope. 


The record speed for any animal 
is held by a bird--the frigate bird. It 
has aflying speed of over 100 miles an 
hour andhas been credited with a hard 
to believe record of over twice this. 


THE END 
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the primary reason for the abundance 
ofdeer. The buck law was the logical 
explanation and it became readily 
accepted throughout British Columbia 
during most of the ensuing years and 
in fact up until recent times. 

There was no reason to be dissatis- 
fied with our early deer regulations 
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and the buck law. Up to 1945 we had 
no more than 40,000 hunters in all 
of British Columbia and what more 
liberal regulations could we wish for 
than two buck deer on the mainland 
and three on Vancouver Island? All 
through the thirties and into the early 
forties we seemed to be going along 
just fine. Carrying capacities were 
high, deer were plentiful and hunting 
success was good under the buck law 
to which we had now become accus- 
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tomed and firmly upheld. 

The first evidence that deer man- 
agement wasn’t as simple as insti- 
tuting a buck lawcame from the areas 
to our south. The state game depart- 
ments were ahead of us technically 
and by 1940 or later they began an 
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evaluation of their deer regulations. 
It became apparent to the early in- 
vestigators that even totally protected 
herds of deer did not continue to build 
up and in many cases showed no in- 
crease whatsoever. Further skeptic- 
ism ofthe buck lawcame when it was 
realized that some states such as 
Colorado, Maine and Minnesota never 
had a buck lawand yet in these states 
deer were plentiful or even abundant . 
There was growing doubt of the wis- 
dom of shooting only male deer. The 


problem increased in magnitude when 
after the last war hunting pressure 
skyrocketed, hunter success dropped 
and some game administrators were 
forced by public opinion into looking 
for still more possibilities of pro- 
tecting deer by restrictive legislation. 
The only step left was to reduce bag 
limits and shorten seasons on buck 
deer. You will remember that before 
the war we often extended our deer 
seasons tothe middle of December or 
later in some areas. The shortened 
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seasons and restricted bag limit after 
the war were efforts to try and in- 
crease our deer. In 1951 we reduced 
the buck limit to one on the mainland 
and from three to two on Vancouver 
Island. Actually we were in the 
‘Dark Ages’ of deer management but 
didn’t know it. 

Fortunately, important strides were 
made in ensuing years with the in- 
troduction of the new principles of 
game management. In just a few 
years we have come to learn many 
truths, so simple in most cases, that 
we wonder why they escaped us in 
bygone years. To understand these 
truths we had only to devote more. 
attention to deer throughout the whole 
year and not just during the hunting 
season. We had to focus our attention 
also upon the land that produces the 
deer and to proportions of bucks, does 
and fawns within the populations. 
Previously we had been guided in our 
decisions too much by our personal 
hunting success and bythe number of 
deer observed in the hunting season. 
We overlooked the doe, buck and fawn 
makeup of deer populations and failed 
to recognize changes in the land upon 
which the deer were raised. We were 
influenced too by emotions such as 
are still kindled by the fictitious 
‘Bambi’. 

The mistakes made by early game 
managers were innocent ones and 
blame for them is no more justified 
than condemning the medical pro- 
fession for poliomyelitis ten years 
ago. By the same token however, we 
cannot expect to be exonerated in 
future for failure now to apply scien- 
tific principles and practices suchas 
antlerless seasons which are now 
tools of the profession 

What are these technological ad- 
vances which are now the fundamen- 
tals of deermanagement? Foremost 
is the knowledge that deer herds 
totally protected or with a buck law 
only, will increase up to but not be- 


“This was sold to me asa moose call!” 


Courtesy 'Wyoming Wildlife' 


Northwest Digest 


yond the ability of the land to support 
a given number of animals which we 
term the carrying capacity. Secondly, 
this ability of the land to raise deer 
is dependent upon the vegetation, its 
age, variability and nutritional value. 
These basic principles escaped us 
when we witnessed the great increase 
in deer following the advent of the buck 
law in the twenties. We never fully 
realized how the many clearings, 
forest fires and logging at low levels 
provided such ideal conditions for the 
increase of our deerherds. Likewise 
we never visualized the fate of these 
logging slashes and open burns in 
future years. Where large fat deer 
once fed amid tall firewood we now 
see a new forest of second growth 
with a carrying capacity only a frac- 
tion ofits former size. In this forest 
the pair of vigorous healthy fawns, 
born to a sleek doe in the thirties, 
are today replaced, in many instances, 
bya single runty little individual, the 
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best our half starved parent can pro- 
duce on the food plants still remain- 
ing. The canopy of fir, hemlock and 
cedar has closed out the sunlight and 
reduced the fats, proteins, carbo- 
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Deciduous trees springing up 
after afire at Mile 358 onthe Alaska 
highway. The combination ofa fire 
and new growth makes ideal cond- 
itions for deer and moose. 


hydrates and minerals of the food 
supply. 

In the past we never studied the 
makeup of our deer herds. Now we 
know that as long as deer are deer 
and regardless of state, territory or 
province, ittakes ten deer to produce 
one buck harvested under a buck law. 
In an average herd of deer only 20% 
are bucks, 45% does and 35% fawns. 
Experience in heavily hunted areas 
has shown that hunters are able to 
shoot more than half the total bucks 
which means only 10% of the herd. 
Since understanding the structure of 
deer populations we have asked our- 
selves ifitis good management under 
a buck law to shoot only 10% of the 
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ORESSED WEIGHT 


Example: Your deer weighs 110 Ibs. dressed. (Internal organs including 
heart, liver, and lungs removed.) Find this point on the left-hand vertical 
scale. Follow the 110 line across until you hit the slanted line. At this 
point follow the line down until you hit the horizontal scale. Your deer 
weighed 140 Ibs. 


herd when the spring crop of fawns 
equals 35%. Simple mathematics tells 
us that if we take 10% and add 35% we 
should still bring the herd down a- 
nother 25% to keep total numbers at 
or below carrying capacity. 

It should be apparentfrom this that 
a bucklawis equal to no season atall 
in terms of reducing a deerherd. All 
we do is change the composition of the 
herd to favour a still greater pro- 
portion of does and fawns. Obviously, 
if we double the 10% buck kill by taking 
antlerless animals we are still har- 
vesting only 20% of the population. 
Under intensive management we can 
actually take twice as many antlerless 
deer as bucks. It will be noted how- 
ever, that we are falling far short of 
accomplishing this at present which 
reflects the conservatism of antler- 
less regulations now in existence. 
We realize that when we donot harvest 


Courtesy 'Wildlife Review! 


the annual surplus, which is usually 
about 30%, nature destroys the re- 
mainder. 

Twenty years ago it was not so 
necessary that we manage our deer 
efficiently because there were less 
than one third the number of hunters 
there are today and in many cases 
there were more deer due to the better 
ranges and higher carrying capacity . 
Today, however, it is of the utmost 
portance with the greater demand 
that we allow fewer deer to go un- 
harvested and thus wasted. Actually , 
it has been the accelerating upward 
trend in hunting pressure that has 
been responsible for the recent tech- 
nological advances. Necessity has 
been the ‘mother of invention’ and 
fortunately it has been possible for 
wildlife managers to show how we can 
harvest more deer without having any 
greater numbers, simply because 
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Wildlife Federation 
that the ability of some pco 
ple, especially anglers and huntes 
to over estimate the weight ol fish 
and wildlite is well known. A sport 
men's club in Pennsylvania, however 
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weightguessing 

ducted to vaise funds for a game 
lecding project The highest gucs 
submitted wa 1,650) pound while 
many estimated the bear weighed as 
much as 700 pounds. Actual weight 
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under the earlier buck law we were 
taking afewand wasting so many. By 
changing to antlerless regulations we 
are now able to harvest more and 
waste fewer. 

Since 1951 our game biologists have 
given close attention to big game 
management, particularly in regard 
to deer and moose. The biological 
laws or the scientific principles dis- 
covered elsewhere have been ob- 
served to apply time and time again 
in our own Province and to our own 


Babine Lumber Co. Ltd. 


ROUGH and DRESSED SPRUCE and PINE LUMBER 
BURNS LAKE B.C. 


LARRY‘S SERVICE 


COMPLETE LUBRICATING AND SERVICING 
STANDARD OIL PRODUCTS 
B. F, GOODRICH TIRES 
Burns Lake, B.C. 


Qed ote 


Finest in Central British Calumbia 
CAFE IN CONNECTION 
50 Rooms — 30 With Bath 
BURNS LAKE, B.C. 
LAKE HOTEL 
YOUR ASSURANULE @ 
one 9% 
COMPLETE REST » 
CONVENIENT TO THE SHOPPING AREA 
ISABELLE AND HENRY ADAMS 
Phone 46 Burns Lake, B.C. 


V & A Builders Supply 


CATERING TO YOUR 
BUILDING NEEDS 
PHONE 146 
BOX 310 
BURNS LAKE, B.C, 


te eee) es 
en on Wt 


dl 
——— See 


Wes 


ad F 
HOUSTON HOTEL 


DINING ROOM IN CONNECTION 
FULLY MODERN IN EVERY RESPECT 
Under New Management 
HOUSTON, B.C. 


HOUSTON CASH & CARRY 


GROCERIES 

HARDWARE AND APPLIANCES 
SPORTING GOODS 

HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES 
HOUTSON, B,C. 


deer, moose and other species. I 
draw your attention to this fact lest 
it is feared that we pay too much 
attention to the findings of our Amer- 
ican neighbours. Anyone thinking this 
has failed to distinguish between 
scientific principles which apply 
universally to all animal species and 
local facts applying to our own deer , 
their age ratios and harvest. 


In 1951 we adopted the Hunter 
Sample to measure the Provincial 
deer kill. In 1955 we obtained the 
services of a biometrician to study 
the adequacy of our samples. We were 
most gratified to learn that we had 
actually been sampling more hunters 
than was necessary. Our measure of 
the deer harvest in British Columbia 
is an accurate statistic. It has been 
checked not only by a competent math- 
ematician but also by our own spot 
checks, follow-ups and by compara- 
tive data from our game checking 
stations. 


Poaching prospects were poor in the 
middle ages. Anyone caught killing a 
deer in the Royal Forest in England 
was liable to have his hands cut off 
at the wrists. This punitive measure 
might be varied by notching or re- 
moval of the ears. These were penal- 
ties for minor offenses. If the punish- 


ment was to be drastic, the accused 
could be hung with his own bow- 
string. Guia 


It is evident that we are still not 
harvesting our deer at the level of 
maximum yield. There has however , 
been a great improvement since 1954 
when we began antlerless seasons. 
This is primarily due to the fact that 
we are managing our accessible deer 
populations and the level of harvest 
from these is usually a little better 
than shown by the Province-wide kill. 
Until we get better access and more 
hunters, most of our currently under- 
hunted deer herds will remain as 
such. The data from our local check- 
ing stations indicate that we are not 
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underharvesting quite as much as the 
overall figures suggest. In not one 
instance however, do we believe that 
we have obtained an adequate local 
harvest. 

The antlerless seasons in effect 
now are conservative. We base our 
liberalizations not on the maximum 
harvest, possible only with more 
hunters, but on seasons that our staff 
are capable ofevaluating. Naturally , 
as hunting pressure increases and we 
wish to harvest closer to maximum 
yield more work will need to be done. 
A return to the buck law would mean 
no management at all, for you will 
remember that this has the same 
effect on total deer numbers as a 
closed season. 

Today we must think of deer num- 
bers in relation totheir environment. 
We must expect that deer will de- 
crease as the vegetation changes after 
logging and fire. We should also 
realize that we must now share the 
same or lesser number of deer with 
three times the number of hunters, 
which means that our individual suc- 
cess may be lower rather than higher. 
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However, under antlerless regula- 
tions we can maintain a good rate of 
success for a long time yet. On the 
other hand, under a buck law, with 
only 20% of the deer available for 
harvest, our success with a threefold 
increase inhunters could not be other 
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than disappointingly low. 

The annual deer kill is a measure 
of the animals abundance. There need 
be no fear of depletion for major popu- 
lation changes are reflected by the 
kill and by hunter success. In final 
conclusion I draw your attention to the 
fact that, after five years of antler- 
less deer seasons, we had, in 1958, 
the largest buck harvest in the his- 
tory ofthe Province. This, I am sure 
you willagree, speaks well for British 
Columbia’s deer management pro- 
gram. 


THE END 
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Moose range over almost all of 
British Columbia except for the Pa- 
cific slope and some areas in the 
south. Elk are distributed less widely, 
being confined mostly to the Rockies 
and to Vancouver Island. Small bands 
in the southern interior are descend- 
ants of animals introduced by the pro- 
vincial game commission for the 
benefit of sportsmen. 

The mule or interior black-tailed 
deer is spread generally over the 
province east of the coastal range, 
but its numbers become few in the 
northern areas where its habitat re- 
quirements are not generally found. 
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The majestic grizzly bear does 
inhabitthe lower levels at the coast 
but he is primarily a lover of the 
higher altitudes. He can be found 
anywhere inthe mountainous regions 
of B.C. and the Yukon. 


The annualkillin B.C. isnot high 
and the grizzly is in no danger of 
becoming extinct as in the case of 


much of North America. 
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Its smaller counterpart, the Coast 
blacktail, is found along the full length 
of the Pacific slope and on the coastal 
islands. The graceful whitetail deer 
is more or less restricted to the 
southeastern sections of the province. 

Apart from such common species 
as moose, elk and deer, British Co- 
lumbia boasts a wide array of the 
rarer forms, Rocky Mountain bighorn 
sheep are native to the southern por- 
tions of the Rockies and another 
variety, the California bighorn, is 
scattered through the fingers of 
grassland which penetrate into the 
southern and midwestern sections of 
the province. In the far northern 
mountains, the strikingly beautiful 
thinhorn sheep replaces the bighorn. 
Here itis found in three geographical 
varieties or races, the Dall, Fannin 
and Stone sheep. 

The Rocky Mountain goat has a 
wider range than the native sheep in 
mountainous British Columbia. With 
the exceptions of the coast islands, 


this relative of the Swiss chamois is. 


found wherever there are mountains 
of sufficient height and ruggedness 
for its preferred habitat. The moun- 
tain caribou, one of the most prized 
of all big game trophies, has found a 
_ home in most of the mountain ranges 
of the province. Like the mountain 
goat, its distribution is discontinuous: 
its areas of mountainous habitat are 
separated by hundreds of miles of 
unsuitable plateaus and valleys 
Even the grizzly bear shows a dis- 
tribution related to the mountain 
systems of the provinces. While it 
does occur at low levels on the coast, 
itis primarily a mountain animal and 
hence has a wide but discontinuous 
range. Its lesser relative, the black 
bear, iscommon to the whole province 
and may be encountered in areas of 
all vegetation types and at almost all 
elevations above sea level. 


A mallard duckling can swim a 
third of a mile as soon as it leaves 
the nest 


British Columbia presently has a 
great variety and abundance of big 
game, but this has not always been 
so. All the biggame species occurred 
in the province before the coming of 
the white man, though their numbers 
were not in all instances as great or 
wide-spread as today. For example , 
on his epic journey to the Pacific 
coast in 1793, Alexander Mackenzie 
passed througha vast area of forested 
central British Columbia which was 
not to become populated with moose 
for another hundred years. 

Big game was so scarce in the 
central plateau areas in the early 
days of the fur traders that it was 
necessary for the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany to import hides as items of 
trade from the Rocky Mountains and 
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The Mountain Goat is a true 
monarch of the mountains. He is 
found in mountainous regions all 
over B.C. and the Yukon. 


eastward. Indeed, the main trade 
route ran through what is now the 
Yellowhead Pass, at that time appro- 
priately named the Leather Pass. 
The early accounts tell of the Indians 
eating fish, with little mention of 
game. 
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While most big game species have 
either increased or remained static 
in numbers since the coming of the 
white man, the status of others has un- 
dergone some quite apparent changes 
even to the point of completely disap- 
pearing from some areas. 

Well before the white man came, a 
large population of elk inhabited most 
of the southern half of British Colum- 
bia. In the process of tilling the land, 
complete antlers have been plowed 
out of the earth and fragmentary re- 
mains are stillcommonly found. Even 
the oldest Indians alive today knew 
first of the elk from stories handed 
down by an earlier generation. Per- 
haps 200 years have passed since this 
animal extended widely across the 


Jackrabbits have been 
clocked at 40 miles per hour. 
They cover 15 to 21 feet in a 
leap. 


province where now its natural num- 
bers occur only in the extreme south- 
east. 

While nothing quite so spectacular 
has happened to the mountain caribou , 
this animal too is believed to be less 
abundant and to occupy a more re- 
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burns and second growth forests has 
produced a rich growth of palatable 
and nutritive food plants for some 
species. 

It is now established that continuous 
conifer forests are not conducive to 
the growth of large populations of 
deer and moose, and that a beneficial 
effectis achieved byfire, logging and 
land clearing in areas of mature 
forest. 

With the introduction of horses, 
the Indians soon found that grazing 
pastures could be made by burning 
conifer forests. They learned that 
deer and moose were quick to take 
advantage of the new food supply. 
The miners of the Gold Rush in the 
early 1860’s found that when the green 
forests and ground litter were re- 
moved, rock outcroppings were ex- 
posed. There was always hope of 
finding the ‘Mother Lode’. 

For more than 70 years following 
the Gold Rush, the pall of dense 
smoke was a common sight over 
much of British Columbia. Fires of 
later origin were often those which 
escaped from land clearing opera- 
tions, and from the construction of 
highway and railway rights-of-way. 
The result is that today one may 
_ travel for days over much of central 
British Columbia, and see very little 
permanent or climax forest. Even 
mature forests of non-permanent 
forest species like lodgepole pine are 
much less common than the immature 
stands, which tell the story of fires 
within the past half-century. This 
condition has probably had a greater 
bearing than any other single factor 
on the wildlife abundance of British 
Columbia. 

The Indians of central British Co- 
lumbia had no name of their own for 
the first moose they killed inthe early 
1900’s. They adopted the name used 
by the white man. The local medicine 
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man at Chezacut believed this new 
intruder to be ‘cultus’ or bad, and the 
natives were at first afraid to eat 
moose meat. 

Before 1900, only the occasional 
moose had penetrated into the south- 
ern halfof the province. But the next 
40 years sawthe spread and increase 
of this largest member of the deer 
family into new areas to the south 
and west. In this period, more than 
150,000 square miles of new terri- 
tory were populated by moose. By 
the late 1930’s, most areas were 
stocked to the limits of carrying 
capacity. The animal had moved into 
new areas with a virgin food supply 
created by mankind in pursuit of gold, 
grass and a homestead. 

x ek * OK OH 
A rabbit hunter went through a 
wire fence with his gun loaded 
and cocked. He is survived by his 
widow, two children and the 
rabbit. 
* * * * 

It was not long before the great 
news of the coming of the moose was 
shadowed by apprehension for the 
animal’s future. With light hunting 
pressure, a season on bulls only and 
a relatively small population of resi- 
dent hunters, the carrying capacity 
of the land was soon reached and 
starvation set in. Thousands of moose 


died between 1945 and 1950. 

Coupled with this the moose’s arch 
enemy, the timber wolf, flourished: 
wolf predation became a problem of 
major proportions. But even with 
this natural control, moose died of 
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starvation and the accompanying 
heavy infestations of parasites. Sim- 
ilar but less spectacular die-offs still 
occur during severe winters; butit is 
the aim of wildlife management to 
remove as much as possible of the 
annual population surplus by appli- 
cation of seasons in which both males 
and females may be taken. There is 
however, the constant threat of winter 
losses in areas where sufficient 
animals cannot be harvested. 


Biueberry 
P.O. Won-o-won, B.C. Lodge 


CAFE - CABINS ROOMS 
ESSO GAS - TIRES - LUBE 


Plug-in for block heating for 
winter travel — Warm Storage 


Excellent moose hunting area 


Mile 101 


Alaska Highway 


PAPPY’S SERVICE LTD. 
H. T. (PAPPY) GALBREATH MGR. 
FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE 
24 HOURS A DAY 
TOWING SERVICE 
PHONE 545 


MILE 47 ALASKA HWY. 
FORT ST. JOHN B. C. 


DAWSON CREEK 


ACE COMSTOCK LAND 
AGENCY 
#* ALL TYPES OF REAL ESTATE ++ 
MOTELS - FARMS - HOUSES 
SALESMEN 
ROALD DAHLEN —‘ JACK DOLAN 


1108 102nd Ave. , Dawson Creek Ph. ST-2-401U 


Bp ivi Cc TOURIST INFORMATION 
_— FILMS DEVELOPED AND 
a PRINTED 
\ 
MSsTUDIOS 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES OF ALL KINDs 
DAWSON CREEK 


DAWSON IMPLEMENTS 


MASSEY -FERGUSON MACHINERY 
DAVIS INDUSTRIAL UNITS 1,E.L. SAWS 
RAMBLER AMBASSADOR METROPOLITAN CARS 
8th ST, AT POUCE ROAD PHONE ST 2-2314 
DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


MEN'S WEAR 
FOOTWEAR 


STETSON HATS 


ee 


HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES 
DAWSON CREEK 


SAMSON KMET FLOOR SHOP LTD. 


‘*Everything in floors’’ 


ST. 2-3120 DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


42 


Although mountain sheep are foundinquite a few areas of B.C., the 
best yielding areas arethe mountainous wilderness regions of northern 
B.C. andthe Yukon. Inthe photo above, George Dill, right, poses with his 
guide, Slim Garbitt, and a fine ram taken in northeastern B.C. 


Although moose are not as abundant 
in British Columbia as they were 10 
or 15 years ago, this animal will 
always continue to be an important 
member of the province’s fauna. 
Today, fires and resulting new food 
supplies provided by forest burns are 
much less frequent than formerly: 
one may look to the eventual day when 
almost complete fire protection will 
result in a much smaller moose pop- 
ulation, as the second growth forests 
continue to reach maturity and the 
deciduous food supply again becomes 
limited. 

Unlike moose, caribou apparently 
require extensive virgin forests to 
provide lichen or caribou moss and 
protection from deep-.snows in winter 
time. It is therefore most likely that 
the same fires which created an ideal 
environment for moose destroyed 
much of the habitat of mountain cari- 
bou. 

There is greater difficulty in ex- 
plaining the decline of California 
bighorn sheep. Over-grazing by do- 
mestic stock, forests encroaching on 
the grasslands, and predation are 
some of the possible complex of 
factors underlying the decline of this 
species. In the past decade, though, 
the species appears to have held its 
own. 

Elsewhere in the province also, 
man’s activity has affected the en- 


vironment to create a new habitat 
improved over the original. Logging 
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Elk range mostly in the Rocky Mountains and on Vancouver Island, 


but they are present in a few other regions, among them the Princeton- 


Merritt district. 
hunting. 


on Vancouver Island is a striking ex- 
ample of this. With removal of the 
virgin forests, the little Coast deer 
have flourished. Elsewhere on the 
mainland, continued land clearing and 
logging activity have improved the 
habitat for deer (and, incidentally , 
for upland birds) by creating a better 
dispersion of forest cover and open- 
ings. 

The more typical mountain species , 
like the mountain goat, thinhorn 
sheep, northern caribou herds, Rocky 
Mountain bighorn and grizzly bear, 
have been affected less, if at all, by 
the impact of man. 

For more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury, hunters have travelled from 
many countries to hunt big game in 
British Columbia. In total numbers, 
however, the non-residents is out- 
humbered 30 to 1 by the resident 
provincial hunter. The visiting hunter 
is primarily interested in moose and 
other ‘trophy species’ such as goat, 
sheep, caribou and grizzly. 

Resident hunters do not extensively 
pursue the mountain species, most 
being quite contented with the readily 
obtained moose. The majority, how- 
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The East Kootenays provide the Provinces best elk 


C.P.R. photo 


ever, prefer their big game in smaller 
size; hence the more abundantCoast, 
mule and whitetail deer are the aver- 
age provincial hunter’s choice. 
British Columbia has tried to put 


modern game-management principles 
into effect. A small but well-trained 
staff of wildlife biologists has done 
much to persuade the sceptics that 
good management means harvesting 
the surplus if possible. Like a ware- 
house of apples, the annual surplus 
must be used or it will be destroyed 
by nature. The potential harvest of 
big game is great indeed, and with 
proper management there is no reason 
to doubt that British Columbia can 
meet the demands ofa growing popu- 
lation of hunters for many years to 
come. 

THE END 
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VEL Ley DESK 


This issue’s feature article on pre- 
servation of the buffalo, by Francis 
Dickie, give us a feeling of pride. 
In fact all Canadians can feel atrifle 
smug over the fact that when the 
buffalo were teetering on the very 
brink of extinction, Canada played so 
vital a part in their preservation. 

We asked Francis Dickie for some 
biographical material of himself but 
it never did get here. Probably be- 
cause: he is busy on another project 
and didn’t have time for horn blowing. 
However we do knowthat he is a very 
prolific writer. He has written four 
books which have been published in 
English plus two more which have 
been published in French. In addition 
he has contributed serials, short 
stories, travel, and general articles 
to an imposing list of leading publi- 
cations in the United States, Canada 
and the British Commonwealth. 

Another prolific gentleman is C.V. 
Tench, who describes what is proba- 
bly B.C.’s most unusual hunt, the 
great elephant chase of the Kootenays. 
He lives in Vancouver but hasn’t 
always done so. In fact he wrote that 
in his younger days he just kicked 
around for years. No fixed address. 
He has been a full time free lance 
writer for close to thirty years and 
has sold over1,000 pieces of fact and 
fiction to a wide variety of publications 
both on this continent and in Europe 
and Australia. 

Some years ago when doing R.C. 
M.P. stories for True Magazine they 
gave him the following plug - ‘‘C. V. 
Tench is one of Canada’s best known 
authors, particularly on the subject 
of the R.C.M.P. He has spent many 
years in Canada’s far north with the 
Mounties and on one occasion served 
for three months with them as a 
special constable. Tench attributes 


the fact he’s sold such a good per- 
centage of his work to first-hand 
knowledge of what he writes about. ’’ 

While on the subject of authors 
this might be as good time as any to 
state our editorial requirements. 
Judging from the regularity with which 
we receive letters requesting such 
data, there are a lot of prospective 
writers in thenorthwest. This is fine 
with us because virtually allofour ar- 
ticles come from free lance writers. 
The same applies to photos, but ina 
less degree. 

In the first place we do not run 
poetry orfiction. We like all material 
typewritten on good quality white bond 
paper, double spaced with a black 
ribbon on one side of the sheet only. 
Also enclose a stamped return en- 
velope with your manuscript. Old 
hands at the game know that this is 
standard procedure forall magazine 
submissions, but beginners some- 
times Overlook these factors. 

We like articles under 2,500 words 
and they can be about any subject in 
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KEEP HUNTING A SAFE SPCRT 


B.C. or the Yukon, and occasionally 
elsewhere in the north. Articles on 
interesting people, communities, 
events current and historical, things 
to see and do, are all welcome. We 
have three special editions a year, 
a spring fishing, summer travel,and 
fall hunting for which first person 
experiences are required. And don’t 
forget our special contest for the best 
fishing article, details have been in 
the last two Digests. 

Photo requirements are about the 
same, although we use black and white 
only. They should be at least 5 x 7, 
and don’t forget to put them between 
cardboard or similar stiff material 
for protection in the mail. 
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This advertisement is not published or displayed by 
the Liquor Control Board or the Government of British Columbia. 


